Buying a Piece of Galveston’s History

By Gary Schero

Different types of properties appeal to different types of homebuyers. Some buyers will be unhappy unless they can buy a brand new home. Other buyers, those with an interest in history and preservation, think that older is better when it comes to home buying. Fortunately, Galveston has a wealth of historic properties to interest those who want to restore or preserve a historic property.

Of course, the issues you have to consider when buying an historic home are considerably different than those involved with buying a new or at least newer home. If you’re considering a house that has not yet been restored, you need to figure out what the restoration will cost and decide if this is really a process you want to live through. The rewards, financial and otherwise, of bringing a home back to its original glory can be significant, but it’s wise to be realistic about the cost and rigors of the process in advance to avoid getting in over your head. 

Other things you’ll want to consider before investing in a piece of history are whether original or substitute materials are available to make the repairs needed, whether you can find and afford craftspeople who are knowledgeable about historical materials and building systems, and whether the building has any environmental issues, such as the presence of lead paint or asbestos, that might raise the price of restoration. You’ll also want to have a home inspection done by someone who is used to inspecting historic homes; one of your chief concerns will be whether there is structural damage that will significantly increase your restoration costs.

Local and National Resources 


The Galveston Historical Foundation (GHF) produces a listing of historic houses and commercial buildings for sale in Galveston four times a year to assist property owners and potential buyers. In addition to amenities, price, and selling agent, the list includes the approximate construction date and architectural style of each property for sale. For information on this Historic Real Estate List, call the GHF at 409-765-7834.

The Preservation Resource Center of the GHF is a great resource for anyone considering buying an historic home. The Center offers historic property research, neighborhood information, and technical rehabilitation guidance. Located at 502 20th Street, the Center is open Tuesday through Friday, 8:30am to 5pm and Saturday, 9am-Noon and 1pm-4pm. To schedule an appointment with one of the Center’s experts, call 409-765-7834, ext. 25.

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) is the state agency for historic preservation. Its mission is to protect and preserve Texas' historic and prehistoric resources for the use, education, enjoyment and economic benefit of present and future generations. The agency is recognized nationally for its preservation programs. Complete information is available at www.thc.state.tx.us. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation in Washington, D.C., is the clearinghouse for enormous amounts of information on historic home restoration and preservation. Its Web site is www.nationaltrust.org. 

Other good learning tools include books such as A Field Guide to American Houses, by Virginia and Lee McAlester. Available in paperback, this book describes all the types of historic homes in the U.S. Historic Preservation: An Introduction to Its History, Principles, and Practice by Norman Tyler is another helpful book for the would-be historic home restorer. 

Owning a home of historic value either because of its architecture or because of its association with an historic person or event can be very rewarding. If this is something that interests you, there are plenty of historic properties available in Galveston to make your dream of owning a piece of history come true! 
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