Loft-y Style of Living Grows in Popularity 

By Gary Schero

Necessity is the mother of invention, the old saying goes, and so it was with the birth of the housing option known as the loft. When rising rents in Greenwich Village in the 1960s forced New York City’s many struggling artists to find more affordable living space, they began moving into whole floors of empty warehouses in the nearby SoHo neighborhood. 

These early lofts were bare bones living, often with inadequate electrical and plumbing systems, but today, loft living has come a long way. The trend has spread across the country, and lofts can now be found in former industrial or commercial buildings near the heart of nearly every large city. Across the country, buildings as diverse as a school gym, a skating rink, department stores, hotels and textile mills have been converted into residential loft space.

Today’s lofts feature all the modern amenities an owner could desire. In short, lofts have grown far beyond the struggling artistic community in terms of their appeal. In some cities, high-end lofts are now some of the priciest real estate around. 

In Galveston……(Gary…add info on Galveston lofts here.)

Benefits of Lofts

Lofts are definitely the place to be for people who want the many benefits that come from the unique type of space lofts offer along with a desirable urban location near businesses, shopping, and entertainment. The aesthetic appeal of a loft’s architectural features is what sells many people on the concept. High ceilings of anywhere from 10 to nearly 25 feet, wide expanses of space without walls, huge window walls that let in tons of natural light during the day and often offer dramatic night-time views, seasoned wood floors, exposed beams and ducts, brick walls, and skylights add up to create a living space that is modern yet historical at the same time.

The open floor space of lofts matches the more informal lifestyle that many homeowners now prefer. Think of it as the ultimate expression of the highly popular great room concept, in which space is used for multiple functions. With no space used up in hallways, lofts also offer full use of every square foot of living space.  

Eliminating the commute from the suburbs to downtown jobs is another lifestyle-related reason some buyers are attracted to lofts. Also, many self-employed individuals find they can easily mix their home office with their living space in a loft with the added advantage of being close to their downtown clients. Living within walking distance of work can be quite appealing, as is the close proximity to downtown restaurants and night-time or weekend cultural activities. 

If you’re intrigued by the notion of loft living, here are a few suggestions about what you might do to get a better idea of whether you might be happy in a loft:

•  You know something is popular when Amazon.com offers a wealth of books on a topic! Recent helpful books on loft living include One Space Living, Loft Style, Lofts: Good Ideas, and Lofts: Living in Space. These books all have plenty of photos showing the endless options for designing loft living space. 

•  Each fall, The Historic Downtown Strand Partnership offers a Galveston Loft Tour. Details of this year’s tour, which will be the seventh annual event, are not yet available, but watch for publicity in the early fall.

•  Call your Realtor® to arrange to visit some of Galveston’s loft properties. This is perhaps the best way to start visualizing what living in a loft might be like and for deciding whether these wide-open spaces are right for you.  
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