TV Shows Offer Ideas & Advice for Homebuyers & Sellers

By Gary Schero

Residential real estate has gone Hollywood, or so it seems with the huge popularity of TV shows such as TLC’s “Trading Spaces” and its growing stable of spin-offs. Millions of viewers tune in each week to see whether the re-done rooms will be a hit or a miss with the two teams of neighbors, and the various designers, carpenters, and host, Paige Davis, are now well-known celebrities with book deals and other signs of fame. 

Entertaining as “Trading Spaces” may be, it’s no match for Home & Garden Television (HGTV), which offers a wide range of shows that provide incredibly useful information and advice for would-be homebuyers or sellers. Granted, the HGTV line-up doesn’t offer the suspense of wondering what interior designer Hildi Santo-Tomas will next staple to a wall in “Trading Spaces.” But the shows described below are a quick, entertaining way to learn how to prepare your home for sale as well as some of the things to consider during your search for a new home. 

For Sellers


“Designed to Sell,” which recently premiered on HGTV, shows how an infusion of cash and hard work can help assure that a house puts its best foot forward with prospective buyers. A Realtor® and an interior designer visit a home that is about to be sold and advise the homeowners on what needs to be changed to attract buyers. Then, with a budget of $2,000, the homeowners, friendly volunteers, and sometimes a few professionals transform the place in a few days time so that buyers are dazzled at the Open House that ends the show.


If you’re worried that the lackluster look of the outside of your home and your front yard will discourage buyers, then “Curb Appeal” is the show for you. In each episode, a home’s appearance from the curb is completely transformed. The show illustrates how even minor changes, like painting a front door, can make a huge difference in curb appeal. Two other shows, “Landscape Smart” and “Landscape Solutions,” each undertake small landscaping projects that could make all the difference between an okay backyard and a really attractive one.


If some of the rooms of your home are on the small side, “This Small Space” might give you ideas on how to make them appear larger and more appealing. Likewise, “Mission Organization,” which tackles rooms that are total disasters due to clutter and disorganization, can provide helpful tips for how to straighten up even the worst room so it’s presentable to buyers.

For Buyers


“House Hunters” shows homebuyers going through the process of visiting prospective homes and then shows them when they’ve moved into the homes they chose. The show is very educational in terms of teaching you how to prioritize your wish list for your new home and shows the compromises that sometimes have to be made between what you want, what you can afford, and what is available on the market. This show is also instructive to home sellers because the comments from the buyers give real insights into what attracts people to a home—as well as what turns them off.


“Dream House” shows the process of building a home from scratch. While the homes featured are in the high-priced category, the show is still very educational as far as the design and construction process is concerned. So if you’re thinking of taking the “from the ground up” route to home ownership, you can learn a lot from “Dream House.” Similarly, “Before & After,” which features whole house renovations, shows what it will be like to live through this process if you buy a home with the intent of expanding it once you move in.

For Both Groups


“House Detective” shows actual home inspections and can be very instructive whether you’re thinking of buying or selling a house. While definitely not the liveliest half hour of TV you’ll ever watch, this show is full of useful homeowner advice. Tips are provided on how to avoid some of the problems that show up during the inspections and estimates of costs for repairs are given. 


Information on when these shows air can be accessed at www.hgtv.com. So tune in, sit back, learn, and enjoy!
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