Keep Peace with the Neighbors When Remodeling 

By Gary Schero

Millions of Americans undertake home remodeling projects each year. These remodels range from minor do-it-yourself projects that are completed over a weekend or two to major additions or whole house renovations that stretch out over many months and involve contractors and subcontractors. The bigger the project, the more pre-planning is required. 

Whether you’re adding more space, upgrading fixtures, improving energy efficiency or creating a floor plan that better fits your lifestyle, the end result should also increase the resale value of your home. The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) recommends that before you undertake any remodeling project, you should thoroughly consider your wants and needs. To decide what changes you want to make, undertake these steps:

 •  Ask yourself and other family members what you like and dislike about the house. Then create a prioritized list of remodeling needs. You may not be able to afford to do everything at once, although some economies of scale may be gained by having certain projects done at the same time. Your contractor can help you with advice on this.

•  Look at magazines and collect pictures of homes and rooms that you like.

•  Think about traffic patterns, furniture placement, colors, lighting, and how you want to use the remodeled space now and in the future.

•  If the work requires professional help, be sure to hire a licensed remodeler. Get recommendations from family and friends and check with the state licensing board to make sure the remodeler you’re considering has the appropriate licenses. 

Taking Care of the Neighbors

A remodeling project of significant size can end up impacting more than just you and your family as it progresses. Your neighbors, especially the ones next door, may also be affected by such things as work noise, the unsightliness of debris and dumpsters that accompany some projects, and concerns related to having large trucks in the neighborhood delivering renovation materials or workmen who take up all the neighborhood parking space. Here again, some pre-planning, along with a big dose of neighborly courtesy, can help avoid problems. 

The NAHB’s Remodelers Council gives this advice about how to keep neighbors from getting out of sorts:

•  Inform neighbors well in advance of your remodeling plans. Tell them when work will begin, the anticipated completion date and what work will be done. If any part of the project may involve workers going onto anyone else’s property, be sure to alert that neighbor in advance. Also, if project delays occur, as they almost invariably do, let neighbors know the revised schedule.

•  The use of noisy power tools should be confined to standard business hours; this usually means between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

•  Let your neighbors know if large trucks will be coming into the neighborhood to deliver materials. Try to have materials dropped off only in your driveway or yard rather than on the street. Ask subcontractors to park on one side of the street only.

•  Try to keep your yard as neat as possible during the project. Watch for debris that might end up in a neighbor’s yard and remove it promptly. This is especially likely to happen during roofing projects.  

•  Remove dumpsters as quickly as possible. If the last dumpster to be removed is not filled, do the neighborly thing by asking people if they have anything they want to get rid, too.

•  If a neighbor complains about any aspect of your project, promptly apologize. When the project is completed, hold a party for your neighbors to show them the results of the work and to thank them for their patience and cooperation.  

For more helpful remodeling information, check out the remodeling section of the NAHB web site at www.nahb.org.  
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